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Civic Engagement/Service Learning

Research the term “Civic Engagement” and from that research design a working definition of the term you think most appropriate for this course. 

Civic engagement is working in order to make a difference in the civic life of a group of people. It also involved making a combination of skills, knowledge motivation and values to work together in order to bring out the difference in the civic life of the same community. In that essence a civic individual promotes the quality of life in a community through both the political and non political processes in the community.  Someone who is morally and civically responsible  is able to recognize  himself as a member of a  great social fabric  and hence able to consider  social problems to be minor to him and willing to find  the moral and civic issues worthy moral and civic  judgments and also take actions when found appropriate. In that essence participation in the civic engagement is beneficial to youth such that it would help them bell well informed of the current events. 


There are four interrelated constructs of this civic engagement. Such constructs include the civic action which involves the participation in the activities such as service learning or volunteering to help develop the community in a better way.  The other constructs is the civic skills which is the involvement of an individual to the democracy, society and politics.  Under the civic duty is the individual’s   willingness to positively contribute to the society. The last civic engagement construct is the social cohesion is having the sense of trust and bonding to others in the society. The four constructs help in making the difference in the society towards perfecting the society. In addition, knowledge, skills values and motivation are all key factors to the perfection of the society hence able the civic engagement. 
 Describe the concept of “Service Learning in the Marianist tradition”.
    Service learning if a form of experimental education where learning comes through a cycle of reflection and action in which the students try to achieve the community objectives   and the deeper understanding and also skills for themselves. In this process the students link the personal and social development   to the academic and cognitive development.  In that essence, under the service learning, the experience enhances understanding which leads to more effective action.  This service learning is also called the community engagement pedagogies in which one combine learning goals and the community service in ways which enables the students’ common good and growth. 

This service learning is involved in the Marianist tradition where the diversity of work is involved which enables the growth of personal faith and communities of faith.  The Marianist tradition has established schools both high schools and primary schools and also moves to the university levels to enable the growth of the community in education and teach the spiritual part to the society. This has enabled the students have the knowledge of God and also the advantages of being morally right in the society.  Having the faith in the community with various activities to enable everybody in the society to grow and have a common good in the society is the target of the Marianist tradition hence the service learning. 
